Plaza Classic Film Festival — El Paso

Community Foundation’s 11th annual movie
festival returns Aug. 2-12. Billed as the
“world’s largest classic film festival,” the festival
presents more than 90 movies of all genres.
Screenings are in the Plaza’s Main (Kendle
Kidd) Theatre and Philanthropy Theatre. Passes
are now on sale for $200. Information: 5334020 or plazaclassic.com.
This year’s festival focuses on the El Paso,
Juarez, and Southern New Mexico region.
The El Paso Museum of History will feature
the exhibit “On Location: Making Movies in the
Borderland,” spanning 100 years of cinema on
the border. Exhibit runs through Oct. 28.
Special guests and events:
• Actress, author and activist Ali McGraw, who
will attend the screening of the 1970 romantic
drama “Love Story“ at 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 3;
and the Steve McQueen action “The Getaway,”
directed by Sam Peckinpah and filmed largely in
El Paso, at 3:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 4. Tickets:
$10 each show.
McGraw will sign autographs 1 to 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 4, in the Foundation’s
Foundation Room, 333 N. Oregon. Admission
is free; charge for autographs.
• Two-time Academy award nominee Bruce
Dern will appear for on-stage interviews with a
screening of Alexander Payne’s “Nebraska” at 7
p.m. Friday, Aug. 10, and Hal Ashby’s
“Coming Home” at 3:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
11, both in the Main Theatre. Tickets: $10 per
show.
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Dern will sign autographs 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 11, in the Foundation Room.
Admission is free; charge for autographs.
• A book signing and reading with Ron
Stallworth, author of “Black Klansman,” is 3:30
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 11, in the Foundation
Room. Admission is free; charge for autograph.
• Opening night movie is “African Queen” at 7
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 2, in the Main Theatre.
Tickets: $20.
• A free talk on adapting Tom Lea’s “The
Brave Bulls” to the big screen is noon Sunday,
Aug. 5, at the El Paso Museum of History,
hosted by Mimi Gladstein.
• A free filmmakers brunch is 11 a.m. Sunday,
Aug. 12, in the Foundation Room.
Main theatre showings tickets are $6 matinees
($8 evening screenings). Free film talks precede
7 p.m. showings at 6 p.m. in the Philanthropy
Theatre.
Friday, Aug. 3:
• 1 p.m., From Here to Eternity
• 4 p.m., Aventurera
• 10:30 p.m., Kill Bill: Volume I
Saturday, Aug. 4:
• 10 a.m., Lady and the Tramp
• 12:30 p.m., The Brave Bulls
• 7 p.m., Vertigo
• 10:30 p.m., Aliens
Sunday, Aug. 5:
• 1 p.m., Roman Holiday
• 3:30 p.m., The Cameraman (with organist
Walt Strony)
• 7 p.m., Traffic

Monday, Aug. 6:
• 1 p.m., 42nd Street
• 3:30 p.m., Auntie Mame
• 7 p.m., Fiddler on the Roof
Tuesday, Aug. 7:
• 1 p.m., Woman of the Year
• 4 p.m., The Lion in Winter
• 7 p.m., Amadeus (Director’s Cut)
Wednesday, Aug. 8:
• 1 p.m., Gaslight
• 3:30 p.m., 9 to 5
• 7 p.m., No Country for Old Men
Thursday, Aug. 9:
• 1 p.m., Scarface

‘Laramie Project’
even more relevant
20 years afterward

• 3:30 p.m., The Awful Truth
• 7 p.m., Tootsie
Friday, Aug. 10:
• 12:30 p.m., The Border
• 3:30 p.m., Star Trek III: The Search for Spock
• 10:30 p.m., Kill Bill: Volume 2
Saturday, Aug. 11:
• 10 a.m. Disney’s Aladdin
• 12:30 p.m., Lone Wolf McQuade
• 7 p.m., The Godfather
• 11 p.m., The Royal Tenenbaums
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early 20 years ago, Oct. 12, 1998,
the nation was horrified by the
story of Matthew Shepard, the
21-year-old gay man who was beaten,
tortured, and tied to a fence, left to die in
freezing weather near Laramie, Wyo.
How Shepard’s death affected the city,
its people, and the friends and relatives
of both the victim and the perpetrators
became the basis of “The Laramie
Project,” showing Aug. 10-26 at the Las
Cruces Community Theatre.
It’s no accident that the Tectonic
Theater Project is reviving the play this
September with some of its original
stars, or that LCCT decided to do the
show now.
“We have had a recent rise in hate
crimes in this country since the election
of you know who,” said actor Norman
Lewis, who portrays the part of
Matthew’s father, Dennis. “It is not just
gays, but Jews, blacks, immigrants,
Hispanics. This is a response to that.”
Only a month after the tragedy in 1998,
members of the Tectonic Theater
Company traveled to Laramie to interview those connected and began to write
the story that became “The Laramie
Project.”
“The plan was to interview as many of
the people who were involved and also
interview others in town of Laramie to
see what their reaction was,” Lewis said.
“It was a ‘Rashomon’ story in a way.
There were people who very defensive
of Laramie, saying it was a drug deal that
went bad. There were people who called
it for what it was – a hate crime. Part of
it tells the story. Part of it is everybody’s
reaction how people perceived it and
how it changed people.”
Lewis and production supervisor Ron
Nash made the trip to Laramie several
weeks ago to see as many places as they
could that were mentioned in the play,
such as the bar where Shepard met his
killers and the courthouse where the trial
was held for the killers. The only place
they couldn’t get near to was where
Shepard was tied to the fence. The fence
is no longer there and the site is on private property.
“It was a tremendously moving experience,” Lewis said.
The rest of the cast includes mostly
LCCT veterans: Eric Brekke, Darin
Cabot, Robert McNamara, Barton
Mendenhall, Karl Heist, Gus Sanchez,
Isaac Lucerno, Gail Wheeler, Susie
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Ouderkirk, Nora Brown, Alex Wheeler,
Xodia Choate, Tatiana Garzon, Mia
Ayon, and Layne Lauterbach. Those
making their debut include Craig
Sanders, Gabriella Brillante, and Ryan
Steinmetz, who is president of Las
Cruces PFLAG (Parents, Families, and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays).
The biggest challenge to doing the
show, Lewis said, was that most people
had a disconnect from the title of the
show and what it was about.
“People don’t know that it is a docudrama concerning Matthew Shepard,”
Lewis said. “After you explain, they say,
‘Yes, I remember that. That was terrible.’
Back then it was seared into the nation’s
consciousness. It brought out a lot of
positive things for gay people ultimately.”
It took more than 10 years, but in 2009
President Barack Obama signed into law
what is known as the Matthew Shepard
Act, which expanded the 1969 U.S. federal hate-crime law to include crimes
motivated by a victim’s actual or perceived gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or disability.
Lewis said the show is special to him
because it is a true story.
“It really directly comments on our
present current political situation,” he
said. “We still have hate crimes. A person
now suddenly feels that he has the right
or permission to say those things that
two years ago, he might have thought,
but was intimidated out of saying them.
He knew it was inappropriate then. Now,
he and his cohorts are quite encouraged.
This play shows what the results are of
that kind of behavior, when one lives in
society that says it’s OK to hate people
because they’re different.”
Lewis encourages people to see the
show because “it reinforces how important it is to hold onto our appreciation of
diversity. It shows where the road to hate
leads, and it’s not a pretty place.”
Carol Viescas is a veteran of
community theater and teaches
journalism at Bel Air High School.
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