ery few people trust poll results any
s / more, and that skepticism should

apply even to non-political polls. In
fact, the most suspicious polls results I’ve
read lately came from the conservative
Christian Ligonier Ministries, Inc. in partner-
ship with the Southern Bapist Convention’s
Lifeway Research. They recently publicized
their third “State of Theology” survey, which
was also done in 2014 and 2016, with the
ominous preface that “The stakes of this poll
are not simply matters of life and death. The
stakes are matters of eternal life and
eternal death.”

The 34-question survey included topics
such as the Trinity and the identity of Jesus,
abortion and homosexuality, church atten-
dance and the validity of other religions.
Their conclusion? The “survey reveals deep
confusion about the Bible’s teaching, not
only among Americans as a whole, but also
among evangelicals.”

The survey asked people whether they
agreed or disagreed strongly or somewhat, or
weren’t sure, about a series of statements.
Two examples:

« “Jesus is the first and greatest being created
by God.” Among Evangelicals, 78 percent
agreed. Among all Americans, 72 percent
agreed. Oops. This qualifies as a heresy,
since orthodox Christian theology believes
that Jesus was not created, but always pres-
ent with the Father and Holy Spirit.

* “Even the smallest sin deserves

eternal damnation.” About 69 percent of all
responds disagreed. The survey folks sound-
ed the heresy buzzer again. Any sin, no mat-
ter how small, incurs the wrath of God, says
Ligonier Ministries.

Regarding the first statement, I can’t criti-
cize the theology asserted by Ligonier, but as
a journalist, [ know that the statement as
posed could not help but evoke theologically
incorrect responses. Most self-identified
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Christians hear the first part — “Jesus is the
first and greatest” — and automatically begin
nodding their heads and don’t notice that the
key word is “created.”

As far as the second statement, I don’t know
where to begin. I’ve read enough theology to
understand the argument that all sin incurs
God’s wrath, but that only makes sense if
you have some comprehension of the holi-
ness of God and the nature of sin. The aver-
age person reads that statement as saying that
even a person who commits a single “small”
sin in his or her life is going to hell. Then he
thinks about Jesus rescuing the adulterous
woman from the stone-wielding Pharisees
and telling her “I do not condemn you,
either.”

I’m sure the modern-day Pharisees who
pride themselves on this “State of Theology”
survey can explain how that all makes sense.
They are so sure of themselves that they
bemoan the “deep confusion” of others’ bib-
lical knowledge.

But theology isn’t about giving “right”
answers on a survey. Theology is about try-
ing to understand God and our relationship to
Him. The person who finds these survey
questions odd and even obnoxious might be
much further along the path of truth than
those who pose such statements and stand in
judgment over the responses.

Randy Limbird is editor of
El Paso Scene. Comments?
Send to randy@epscene.com

Advertiser Index

N ORVE ERMEBRERR

NOVEMBER AN

((BIWEE

AHE

NOVEMBER"10"-
NOVEMBER 14 Wi

NOVEMBER 15 RIFLE

NOVEMBER 17 - RIFLE/WBHB

NOVEMBER 13 - MBB

NOVEMBER 23 - WAHB

NOVEMBER 24
NOVEMBER 28 "

FOOTBALL
MBB

Page 34

FOOTBALL -

SCHEDULE

CHARLOTTELS 18 MARC SPOT2/L EM.

MIDDLESTENNESSEE =1 PM

B UBARERSFIELD™ </ P M

ALASKA-FAIRBANKS -8:30 AM

AIR FORGE/NMSU < 8:30/1 PM

EASTERN NM 1PM

« 3:30 PM

NIGHOLLS STATE

SOUTHERN MISS -
NMSTALE

1 PM
1 EM

El Paso Scene

| (GRERS A E0ddd

Alma Calderon 11 El Paso Streetcar 2 Nayda’s Gems & Stones 25
Ardovino’s Desert Crossing 35  El Paso Symphony 15 Nina Cobb Walker 23
Ardovino’s Pizza 21  Escamilla Gallery 10 NM Farm & Ranch Museum 20
ATMAS Healing 5  Eternity Wauls 21 Paseo Christian Church 30
Azar Nut Shop 11 Fort Bliss Bazaar 5 PhiDev Inc 27
Ho Baron 35 Fountain Theatre 31  Playa Drain Trail 7
Baskin Robbins 2 Furrs Family Dining 31  Precision Prosthetics 5
Beauty Solutions 32 Hacienda de Mesilla 3 PTEP 12
Bert Saldana Art Gallery 16  Hal Marcus Gallery Reidsan 6
Books Are Gems 16  Hans Martial Arts 8 Reiki & Crystals 30
Bruce Nehring Consort 3 Inni Heart Eatery 22  Rio Grande Cancer Fndtn 25
Casa de Flamenco 11 KTEP 28 Eden Enterprises 30
Cattleman's 11 La Mujer Dia de los Muertos 5  Silver City MainStreet 33
CBD Whole Health 25 La Union Maze 23  Simple Solutions 9,29
Ceci Burgos Counseling 12 Las Artistas 13 Southwest Eye Institute 21
Collectibles 6 Leo’s Mexican Food 33 The Cleaners 33
Crossroads Printing 24 Magoffin Home St. Hist Site 26  Thunderbird Digital 9
Eckankar Texas 16  Marie Otero 22  UTEP Athletics 34
El Paso Art Association 14  The Marketplace 35 UTEP Theatre & Dance 18
El Paso Ballet Theatre 24 Mesilla Book Center 29  Vanities 36
EPCC 9 Mission Del Rey 6  Village Inn 32
El Paso Live 17  Moto El Paso 16  Walgreens 31
El Paso Playhouse 30 Mustard Seed Café 34  Western Traders 21

everyone eats.

The Mustard Seed Café

A Pay-What-You-Can community café
,‘“E' Feeding Hungry People & Caring for
Every Heart that Comes through Our Door

New Location! 201 E. Sunset
(Upper Valley — just east of Doniphan)

Lunch Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Weds., Thurs., Fri.
www.mustardseedcafe.org * 915-440-SEED

Be Seen in the Scenel

El Paso Scene is El Paso’s premier advertising value.
One ad brings you month-long exposure in 40,000+ copies.
El Paso Scene readers are the area’s most active market
— on the go, looking for the best entertainment,
shopping and dining.

Call Advertising Director Albert Martinez today!
(915) 920-7244

Ad reservations for each issue are due by the 10th of the month
Check our advertising rates at

www.epscene.com/adrates.html
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